DHS Crackdown on Forced Labor Goods From China

On September 14, 2020, CBP issued five Withhold Release Orders (WRO) on products from
China which are mainly, but not exclusively, manufactured in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region (XUAR). The move targets companies that the DHS believes are engaging
in human rights abuses against Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious minorities in China through
forced labor.

In a September 14, 2020 CBP press release!, Acting DHS Deputy Secretary Ken Cuccinelli
said “By taking this action, DHS is combating illegal and inhumane forced labor, a type of modern
slavery, used to make goods that the Chinese government then tries to import into the United
States. When China attempts to import these goods into our supply chains, it also disadvantages
American workers and businesses.” Since September 14, 2020, CBP has issued two additional
WROs against other Xinjiang based manufacturers. Effective January 13, 2021, CBP issued a
WRO that will detain tomato products and cotton products produced in XUAR. 2

Among the goods included in the September 14, 2020 WROs are: hair products made in the
Lop County Hair Product Industrial Park, apparel made by Yili Zhuowan Garment Manufacturing
Co. and Baoding LYSZD Trade and Business Co.; cotton produced and processed by Xinjiang
Junggar Cotton and Linen Co.; as well as computer parts made by Hefei Bitland Information
Technology Co. in Anhui, China - which, unlike the other four manufacturers, is not located in
China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. Notably, Hefei Bitland Information Technology
makes high-performance graphics cards for laptop and manufactures LCM modules; their main
clients include Lenovo, HP and Haier.® According to an article in The Intercept, “Lenovo has
imported an estimated 258,000 laptops from a Chinese manufacturer...Hefei Bitland, which
participates in a program to provide factories with cheap labor from persecuted Uyghurs.
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